
RAMSAR BILLBOARD ERECTED AT LEVERA 

 

ST. GEORGE'S, GRENADA, Wednesday, May 01, 2013 - GIS: A billboard has 

been erected and unveiled at the Levera National Park and Protected Area, making 

it officially known as a Ramsar site.  

This development came after Grenada signed unto the Ramsar Convention on 

wetlands some years ago, and the designation of the Levera Wetlands in May last 

year. 

The Ramsar Convention is an Inter-governmental Treaty that provides the 

framework for National action and International cooperation, for the conservation 

and use of wetlands and their resources. 

It’s the only Global Environment Treaty that deals with a particular Ecosystem. 

Ramsar focal point in Grenada, Gorden Patterson said, deep within the Ramsar 

Convention is the wise use of wetlands that speaks to maintaining the ecological 

character of those lands which is critical. 

Wetlands have many functions including;  

• Stabilizing the coastlines (adaptation and mitigation against weather 

patterns/climate change)  

• Acts to filters water; trapping sediments from going into the sea that will affect 

coral reefs and seagrass beds 

• Reservoir for biodiversity (habitat for manicou, iguanas, armadillo (tattoo) and 

birds) and  

He noted that the preservation and conservation of the water supply in these areas 

must be maintained in accordance with the Ramsar Convention.  

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of the Environment, Mrs. Bernadette 

Sylvester Lendore emphasized, that the Levera National Park is now among over 2 

thousand wetlands worldwide that is internationally protected and not just by the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment.  



Minister for Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment Hon. Roland 

Bhola said this is an important step for Grenada. 

He noted that people who lack knowledge on the importance of wetlands may see 

it as a hindrance in trying to prevent them from doing what they’re accustomed to, 

example the use of mangrove wood for burning charcoal. 

Minister Bhola said, Government has already started looking at ways to assist 

persons who engage in such activities for a livelihood, but insists that any 

assistance will be in the context of protecting and conserving the natural 

environment.  

He said, all sectors are hinged to the conservation of wetlands including eco-

Tourism, Health, and Nutrition.  

The Environment Minister said, his hope is to get the message to the schools where 

people can be educated, and brought up to speed, to the importance of  what 

government is doing in the preservation of the natural environment. 
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